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orset’s coast has long been recognised as one
of its principal assets, and most of it is
protected under planning controls for its
outstanding wildlife and scenic quality. A wide
variety of ports, harbours and holiday resorts sustain
a local economy which is heavily dependent on
tourism and recreation, and the majority of the
County’s population in concentrated within a few
miles of the shoreline. '
Increasingly the realisation has been
developing that it is not enough to plan and manage
What
happens onshore greatly depends on natural

just the landward margin of our coast.

processes, influences and opportunities in the marine
environment. There is already a strong measure of
interest in the activities taking place in our coastal
waters, shown for example by the Dorset Trust for
Nature Conservation’s regular marine seminars, but
even so there is still very little known about these
activities or indeed about the quality and
significance of the sea areas themselves.

As a first step towards developing a strategy
for the future sustainable management of the Dorset
Coast, I have been given the job of carrying out
background research, establishing contacts with
many of the people whose lives and jobs involve
them in the coastal environment, and building a
picture which highlights the importance of Dorset’s
coast and the way in which we use and exploit it.

In summary, to date planners have focused
their efforts on planning and managing the use of
land areas, whilst engineers have been concerned
with managing the shoreline. As local controls do
not generally extend below low water mark, Local
Authorities have little influence over what happens
in coastal waters. Offshore, regulation is exercised

on a sectoral basis by a variety of central Government
Departments and other agencies. The sea is actively
exploited for trade, fishing and recreation, and new
pressures for change include the extension of oil
exploration, aggregate-dredging, withdrawal of the
Navy and - looking to the future -opportunities to
exploit renewable energy sources. All these activities
and developments bring pressures on sensitive and
little understood marine areas. They all impact to
varying degrees on the quality of the environment
and the economy of Dorset.

There are a number of important questions
which need to be faced if we are to manage the
coastal zone in a more sustainable way for the
benefit of future generations. It is hoped that these
questions will be discussed by representatives of all
those groups and organisations with an interest in
the Dorset coast at a Coastal Seminar which will be
held following the publication of the coastal report
in the middle of 1994.

(The coastal report “The Dorset Coast Today’
and an accompanying discussion paper “The Future
of Dorset’s Coast’ were published in May and a
Coastal Seminar was held in July 1994. A
permanent Dorset Coast Forum is now to be
established and the first meeting is scheduled for late
January or early February 1995'.)

" The inaugural meeting was beld in February 1995. The forum
now meels twice a year in spring and autumn.
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