The bridging of the Fleet Y
at Smallmouth
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here is evidence of a prehistoric sandbar at Smallmouth, where the Fleet communicated with Weymouth

bay through this narrow opening, which has probably separated the Weymouth ‘mainland’ from the

‘Isle’ of Portland at least since the post- lacial rise in sea level to its present level some four thousand
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years ago. Subsequent changes to its configuration by man in the course of bridging it may have affected the

flow through it, perhaps thus modifying the tidal regime, sedimentation and ecology of the Fleet.
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Smallmouth first recorded.

First mention of ferry (rope) at Smallmouth as it could be forded at low tide with ease.
This was replaced by a horse-drawn ferry.

Horse ferry used by Royalists from Portland Castle for raid on Weymouth.
Farrington and his heirs ran horse-ferry.

George III first crossed by ferry.

Great Gale. The Fleet rose by 22 feet; Smallmouth four times as wide.

The east sandbank was destroyed, and Chesil lowered by 20 to 30 feet.

Richard Best, the ferryman, was drowned in trying to rescue a horse and Dragoon,
both of which were saved. Afterwards, as it was too wide for a ferry, cattle had to
swim, pigs and sheep were conveyed by boat.

Petition for a Bridge, from the Portlanders.
Wooden bridge opened.

Beginning of building the first part of the Portland Breakwater. Also further parts
were built in 1875 and 1894-1903. The Engineer was Sir John Coode.

First piles of railway bridge.

Railway bridge opened.

Road bridge was shortened, by two thirds.
Iron road bridge built.

Railway bridge rebuilt.

Railway bridge dismantled.

Concrete road bridge built, “Smallmouth™ closed and bridge over new opening to
The Fleet moved 200 metres south and displaced eastwards.




