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Shipwrecks on Chesil Beach
Gordon Le Pard

Chesil Beach is one of the worst stretches of coast in the 
country for shipwrecks, as it can easily form a classic lea 
shore. The prevailing wind blows directly onto the shore. 
The seabed has poor holding qualities for anchors, and the 
beach is shaped in such a fashion that it is very hard to 
safely run a ship ashore.
There was one desperate way of trying to save lives if a 
ship was caught in West Bay, to steer directly at the beach! 
Then, if the crew were very lucky, the vessel would lodge 
there long enough for the crew to scramble ashore.

But if it was bad for the ships and their crews, it was good 
for the local people who looked upon shipwrecks almost 
as a natural harvest, like shoals of mackerel. The children 
had a rhyme:

Blow wind. Rise storm.
Bring us a ship on shore before morn.


